assemblage of spring ephemeral plants including wild leek,
Dutchman’s breeches, jack—in—the-pulpit, hepatica, lady’s
slipper orchids and marsh marigold.

The tributary streams of Lake Superior’s south shore are
critical migratory bird corridors, and are deemed globally
important for neo-tropical songbirds that need to “refuel”
after an energy-depleting journey across Lake Superior.
Upland sandpipers, bald eagles, flycatchers, rufted grouse,
woodpeckers and warblers galore can fill the life list of many
birders. The Bluft Creek property is wild, with one trail
leading to the creek. Carry a compass or GPS unit as you
explore this natural area with friends and family.

How to get there: From the intersection of State
Highway 53 and County Highway E east of the City of
Superior, travel south on County Highway E for 3/4 miles
before turning west (right) on City Limits Road. Follow
City Limits Road for 2 miles, parking at the road’s end. The

preserve is on the south side of the road.

Kal i, Cméj\/azm

Pleserre A tefuge abong the blecffs
o the Red Cedor River

'This nature preserve on the outskirts of Menomonie,
Wisconsin has many diverse features for visitors to explore,
including a high terrace overlooking the Red Cedar River,
hardwood forests, and several waterfalls. Birch Creek runs
through a deep ravine located in the middle of the preserve.
Hikers can explore the rich forests where many bird species
can be found, including brown creeper, pileated woodpecker,
and Baltimore oriole. Canoeists can land their boats along
the shoreline of the Preserve to explore the waterfalls and
seeping clifts along Birch Creek.

In 2007, this 28-acre forested area was slated for resi-
dential development. Local residents formed a community
coalition and approached West Wisconsin Land Trust to
explore land protection options. With the aid of strong
community support and our members, West Wisconsin
Land Trust successfully acquired the property, ensuring that
it will remain open for future generations to explore and
enjoy.

How to get there: From downtown Menomonie; fol-
low State Highway 25 south for approximately 1/2 mile,
turn west (right) onto 21st Avenue. Follow 21st Avenue for
approximately 1/4 mile to River Heights Road. Continue
following River Heights Road to the cul-de-sac and trail-
head, approximately 1.25 miles.
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Northwest Wisconsin is blessed with numerous state
parks and state natural areas covering the gamut of the
region’s landscapes and vegetation types. Parks typically con-
tain developed facilities and visitor amenities, while natural
areas offer solitude and a unique nature experience. West
Wisconsin Land Trust’s members and staff have partnered
with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR) on several projects that ultimately became new
state parks and natural areas. Several recent acquisitions are

highlighted here.

el Lake Sttt
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In 2007, Hildur Lake in northern Bayfield County was
acquired with the assistance of West Wisconsin Land Trust
members and the generosity of the Gene Harris family.
Soon after, the property was conveyed to the WDNR and
added to the Inch Lake State Natural Area. In total, this
area protects 626 acres of lakeshore, wetlands and rolling
upland forest. The area because it protects Inch and Hildur
Lakes, both considered wild lakes, for the absence of shore-
land development.

‘Those wishing to explore this area should be familiar
with map and compass use, and backcountry navigation. No
developed trails access the property, but for the adventur-
ous spirit, the area offers a pristine northwoods experience.
Hildur Lake can be accessed by boat or canoe, which is the
best way to enjoy this aquatic jewel.

How to get there: From the Village of Iron River, follow
County Highway H approximately seven miles south to an
undeveloped boat landing on Hildur Lake, suitable for small
watercraft. Hildur Lake can be accessed by boat or canoe,
which is the best way to enjoy this aquatic jewel.

Stuniglt Lake St Pih_

The involvement of West Wisconsin Land Trust was
integral in the acquisition of one of Wisconsin’s newest state
parks in 2004. The 2,780-acre Polk County property is now
managed by the Wisconsin DNR as a state park and state
wildlife management area.

'The wild, undeveloped Straight Lake is the focal point of
the property. At 107 acres, the lake offers some of the finest
canoeing in northwest Wisconsin. Nesting trumpeter swans
grace the peaceful waters as well as bald eagle and osprey,
which are commonly seen overhead. A diverse waterfowl
population uses the lake and nearby wetlands of the wildlife
management area.


















Annual Member Meeting
West Wisconsin Land Trust held

its annual member meeting on April
2nd at the Mabel Tainter Center for
the Arts in Menomonie. About 75
Board, staff, and members attended.
Ted and Lisa Ludwig, of Colfax, were
recognized as Volunteers of the Year
for their enthusiastic and faithful
membership support. No matter what
the weather brings, Ted and Lisa are
involved in every member activity,
from planting trees at Bass Lake to
planting cordgrass at Pine Creek.

UW-Eau Claire English profes-
sor and Land Trust member John
Hildebrand, author of Mapping the
Farm and two other nonfiction books,
was the evening’s guest speaker.

Hildebrand captured the audience
with his humorous anecdotes and
thought-provoking prose. He con-
trasted a wildlife refuge in northern
Alaska with a farm in south central
Minnesota, describing both the culti-
vated and wild open land.

Hildebrand closed his remarks
by saying, “I want to thank West
Wisconsin Land Trust for inviting
me to speak. 'm just a writer. I write
about the land, but this organization
is doing something about it. We are
all indebted to you for making the
effort and sacrifice to insure that there
is open land for future generations, so
that our children have the opportunity
to experience landscapes open to their
own interpretations.”
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Nature Walk/Run at Maiden Rock Bluff

'The morning dawned gray, but the mood could not have been brighter at
the Nature Walk/Run for Life on May 9, 2009. This annual event, which ben-
efits The American Cancer Society, is hosted by Maiden Rock Apples, and
co-sponsored by West Wisconsin Land Trust. Maiden Rock Apples, owned by
Carol Weirsma and Herdie Baisden, is an orchard, cidery and winery located
in the beautiful bluff country near Maiden Rock Bluff State Natural Area in
Pierce County.

There were few dry eyes during the opening ceremony, which included
inspirational stories from cancer survivors. Fifty spirit-filled people braved the
chilly spring weather for the main event, a 5k walk/run. Runners and walkers
were treated to apple brats, Wisconsin cheese and warm apple cider. The KGB
Band, of Minneapolis, provided a great mix of blues and classic rock music. A
silent auction wrapped up the day, with many unique items donated by local
artists and businesses.

Many 5k participants stopped at the West Wisconsin Land Trust booth,
located at the halfway point in the race, to share their memories of Maiden
Rock Bluff. They expressed thanks that the property is permanently protected
from development, and open to the public. Your membership support made
this possible!

Allouez Bay Watershed Bike Tour

On a warm morning in late June, West Wisconsin Land Trust staff and a
small group of enthusiastic members enjoyed a 24-mile bicycle tour that began
in Superior, Wisconsin, to honor Conservation Observance Day. Jane Anklam,
Northwoods Land Protection Coordinator, described key features of the
Allouez Bay while pedaling through the Pokegama, Nemadji and Bluff Creek
watersheds. The tour group viewed the hydrology of the region, and related it
to the ongoing conservation efforts of West Wisconsin Land Trust, the City
of Superior, and Douglas County as well as Murphy Oil Corporation’s mitiga-
tion efforts. The riders refueled with refreshments donated by local businesses
at interpretive stops along the way. Murphy Oil provided its own rest stop for
riders, and took the opportunity to describe the only refinery in Wisconsin.
We want to thank all those who rode with us, especially David and Jennifer
Paddock, WWLT members from Colorado! West Wisconsin Land Trust plans
to host another bicycle tour soon—your county may be next!

If youd like more information or would like to help host a ride, please email us at
wwlt@wwilt.org. West Wisconsin Land Trust respects your privacy, and we will not
share your email address with anyone.
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Become a Member of
West Wisconsin
Land Trust

Join today and help
preserve farms and natural areas
for generations to come!

$40 Conservator  $500 Sustainer
$65 Guardian $1,000 Steward
$100 Protector $1 Seedling*

Seniors: Take $10 off any category!

Already a member?
Don’t forget to renew!

*This special category is for
kids up to age 18

when you want to do something memorable for a
special occasion, holiday or any meaningful event.

Your gift supports land conservation and
clean water in western Wisconsin.

Visit our website at www.wwlt.org
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