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if you
by Harriet Brown

If you.

If you love. If you

love a place so deep

it’s in your blood.

If your blood sings

with it and the fire

that is always in you

lights itself there. If you

love a place so deeply

it’s inside you, marrow

and bone, cell and cell wall.

If you love a place so well

it’s in the lovely lightness

of your breath—then

what will you do?

Will you live rough

in its ash and maple forest?
Will you reach into

your own pocket for the coin
that will protect it? Will you
walk the city streets, singing

of its greatness, its commonplace
beauty? Will you burn down
the walls that keep it separate?
Will you tell its story to anyone
who asks and to everyone

who doesn’'t> What, I ask you,
what will you do to keep it safe?

Harriet Brown is the editor

of Wisconsin Trails.

This poem originally appeared in the
February 2008 issue of Wisconsin Trails.

Peregrine Falcons Filmed

For the second time in less than a year, the National
Geographic TV and film crew has asked West Wisconsin
Land Trust for permission to film peregrine falcons on
Maiden Rock Bluff.

'The first photo shoot was for a documentary film
called Raptor Force. Falcons were filmed in their native
environment on the historic bluft overlooking Lake
Pepin.

The latest filming on May 31st is part of a docu-
mentary that will be aired on television stations in 2010.
Crews used a specially-designed 40-foot crane to film
the falcons in the aerie with their babies, an angle never
before seen on film. This documentary will include foot-
age from around the world, with the Mississippi River
segment receiving special attention. Staft from WWLI
prepared the site for the filming, and provided much-
needed assistance for the team and the falcon specialists.
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Guardian of zhe St. Croix

Four decades ago, the St. Croix
River was under threat. Then-U.S.
Senators Walter Mondale (D-Minn.)
and Gaylord Nelson (D-Wisc.)
worked hard to get the St. Croix
River included in the first group of
eight federally protected rivers.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
celebrates its 40th anniversary in

2008. Although the Act still protects

the free-flowing water of this spectacular river, the St.
Croix is at risk again, this time from excess nutrients and
development pressures that negatively affect water quality.

Walter Mondale was a special guest at the St. Croix
River Strategy Session held at the St. Croix National
Scenic Riverway headquarters in May. The McKnight
Foundation and the St. Croix Valley Community
Foundation brought together many conservation partners
that cared about the river for a dialogue on transforming
current challenges and opportunities into action.

On behalf of the board and staff, West Wisconsin
Land Trust Executive Director Rick Gauger presented
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now! You can help

the former U.S. vice president with a framed photo of

the late Gaylord Nelson, in apprecia-
tion of Mondale’s efforts to protect
the St. Croix River. The photo, which
represents Nelson’s last canoe trip
down the Namekagon in 2003, was
taken by WWLT board member
Kathleen Olson.

'The pressure on the St. Croix River
is tremendous. Mondale believes that
in order to expand protection efforts

for the St. Croix River, each generation must make a
renewed commitment to it.
You have a unique opportunity to take action right

preserve the St. Croix River and

its scenic landscapes by making a special gift to West
Wisconsin Land Trust’s permanent fund, designed
for the future. Gifts up to $50,000 will be matched
dollar-for-dollar by the St. Croix Valley Community
Foundation’s Partners for the Future initiative.
Your gift is more than a donation—it is an expressed
desire to shape the future of the St. Croix River Valley
and create a better tomorrow.
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TW|ce as Far

Did you know that many employers
offer a “matching gift” program as part
of their employee benefits package?

You may already have the ability to
double your donation if your employer
has a program intended to encourage
personal philanthropy.

How do you know if your company
offers this benefit? Ask your human
resources department. In some cases,
this benefit extends to spouses and
retirees.

Now, your gift may go twice as far!

SUMMER 2008 OPEN

“Dine Fresh Dine Local,” a special
one-day culinary celebration of good
local food, will be held Thursday,
September 11th in St. Croix River
Valley restaurants and delis. During
this event (which is sponsored by the
Land Stewardship Project’s St. Croix
Valley Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter),
Minnesota and Wisconsin restau-
rants and delis along the St. Croix
River will feature menu items with
ingredients from Valley growers and
processors.

St. Croix Valley residents and visi-
tors who dine in participating restau-
rants on September 11th will enjoy
fresh, delicious, and healthy veg-
etables, fruits, meats, dairy products,
honey, and bakery goods produced
by regional farms and businesses.
West Wisconsin Land Trust is proud
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Dine Fresh Dine Local

September 11th in the St. Croix River Valley

to be part of the steering committee
that guides the St. Croix River Valley
Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter and its
campaign.

For more information on the
Dine Fresh Dine Local event, visit
the website at www.dinefreshdine-
local.com or contact LSP’s Dana
Jackson at (651) 653-0618.

e —
SBUY FRESH® |
huvLocnu




Snap a Photo,
Win a River Float

Grab your camera for the WWLT
“Summer Shutterbug” contest. We
are looking for inspiring photos
that show people of all ages con-
necting with western Wisconsin
lands, like a child looking at a
flower, a farmer planting seed, or
several generations hiking a trail.
Entries are due August 15, 2008.
Odur staff will review all of the
entries and select one photo as the
“best in show.” The winning pho-
tographer will receive a canoe trip
down the Chippewa River with
WWLT staff. All of the entries
will be considered for future publi-
cations. For the contest guidelines,
go to wwlt.org.

Happy trails, shutterbugs!
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Become a Member of
West Wisconsin Land ‘Irust

Join today and help preserve farms and natural areas for generations to come!

$40 Conservator  $500 Sustainer

$65 Guardian $1,000 Steward
$100 Protector $1 Seedling

Seniors: Take $10 off any category!

Already a members Don t forget to reneww!

E-NEWSLETTER

Do ‘you'want to hear more about West
Wisconsin Land Trust’s projects and upcoming
events? Sign up for our e-newsletter online at
wwlt.org or by calling (715) 235-8850.
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