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From his office, high above Michigan Avenue in
downtown Chicago, you might think that Rich Kracum
has a view of his land, 400 miles away, in Chippewa
County, Wisconsin. And indeed he does, a view coming
straight from his heart to a place his wife’s family has
loved for generations.

It’s not often that a family will undertake a land pro-
tection strategy that rivals the entire work of a land trust
organization. This is an effort that requires years of com-
mitment, uncommon vision, single-minded focus, and
determination. And that is exactly what Rich and Laura
Kracum, and their two sons, John and James, have achieved
over the past seven years.

The Kracum family lake protection priority area is
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comprised of the land and numerous lakes in and around
Herde Lake, near New Auburn, Wisconsin. Herde Lake
is part of lower Long Lake, and closely resembles a lake
in the Quetico (primeval Canadian wilderness). A lake-
studded wilderness with winding ridges, walled lake
plains, hummocks composed of diamicton, kettle lakes,
and outwash plains, this area was overlooked for years by
vacationers and developers, until recently. Now, all lakes in
Wisconsin are under tremendous development pressure,
even lakes that were previously considered too small-scale.
Herde Lake is bordered on the south by one of the
nine parks that make up the Ice Age National Scientific
Reserve. Nowhere else in North America are the vestiges
of the Wisconsin glaciation as continued on page 6
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SaV|ng the CUt'Off By Rick Remington

Outdoor enthusiasts have long

appreciated a secluded bend of the

Red Cedar River, which flows between

Lake Menomin and Tainter Lake.
Known locally as “the Cut-off,” this

backwater channel of the river flourish-

es with abundant and diverse wildlife.
The Cut-oft is a popular destination
for ice fishing when the bluegills are
on. Its secluded sloughs offer a duck
hunter’s paradise, and its quiet waters
give canoeists and boaters a reason to
pause and admire the natural beauty.

When the former Edgewater Acres
campground sold for lakeshore devel-
opment, the historic river access was
all but lost. West Wisconsin Land
Trust provided the leadership impe-
tus for a large coalition of businesses,
sporting groups, and conservation and
environmental agencies and organiza-
tions to purchase the adjacent Cut-oft
parcel, using a variety of grants and
funding sources.

“There are those who try to pit
traditional sporting clubs against envi-
ronmental organizations, and that is
just plain foolish,” commented Rick
Gauger, executive director of West
Wisconsin Land Trust. “In Wisconsin,
our legacy is that of conservation and
cooperation. The Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program gives testi-
mony to how we preserve our state’s
significant natural resources. This is
exactly the type of project that the
Stewardship Program was designed
for: public access, strong local inter-
est, hunting and fishing traditions, and
high ecological integrity.”

Purchase of the Cut-off not only
restores public access to the river, it
further protects 100 acres of woods,
wetlands and wildlife habitat on the
property itself. Future plans may
include parking, low-impact river
access, signage and development of a
resource management plan.

Dunn County resident and
Pheasants Forever member Pat
Lammer noted, “This is a fantastic
piece of property to preserve as a
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wildlife refuge. It has
always provided some
of the best duck hunt-
ing on the river, and
there is tremendous
wildlife viewing oppor-
tunity. The fishing is

Trips End By Tom Joy

Red evening sun reflects from the river—
Paints us all at trip’s end.

Boats, cars, wet gear, conversation—
Load up, change, drive home, friend with friend.
Much spoken, much unspoken—

Much felt, but left unsaid—

And underneath it all, the river,

Still roars in every head.

also excellent, and I've
enjoyed it for years.”

'The Cut-off is now safe from devel-
opment and is open to the general
public for fishing, hunting, hiking,
birding and other light recreational
uses. However, contributions are still
needed to finance the remainder of
the purchase deficit. Please consider
making a financial gift to the Red
Cedar Cut-off Acquisition Fund. Your
gift will help conserve this important
local resource for present and future
generations.

West Wisconsin Land Trust extends
special thanks to our committed Red
Cedar Cut-off Acquisition Project
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partners: Wisconsin Department

of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Xcel Energy, 3M,
Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement
Association, Dunn County, Downsville
Sportsman’s Club, Chippewa Valley
Sierra Club, Ducks Unlimited,
Tainter Lake Sportsman Club, Dunn
County Fish and Game Association,
Colfax Sportsmen’s Club, Red Cedar
Pheasants Forever, Women’s Pheasants
Forever, Red Cedar Bass Masters,
Dunn County Conservation Alliance,
the Wagner family, and one special

Anonymous donor.



